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FRHns Mil YamnriD

TO CLERKS' AID

IN THE HOUSE

Congressman Austin Develops

That No Hearing Was Held

on Borland Amendment.

NOT ASKED BY OFFICIALS

Spokesman For Appropriation
Measure Admits "Rider"
Should Have Been Discussed

f
The first rally of the friends of

the Government clerks in the
.House against the 'Borland eight
hour rider came today.

Congressman Byrns, in charge
of tho legislative, executive and
judicial appropriation bill, was
subjected to a rapid fire cross-examinati-

regarding the Bor
land amendment

Congressman Byrns frankly ad'

mittcd that no hearings had been
held on this amendment nor had it
ever been advocated by any Cabi-

net officer or bureau chief.

FAVORS 'OPEN HEARINGS.
Mr. Byrns further acknowledged that

ho personally believed there should
have been hearings on so Important n.

piece of legislation, although he said
he did not consider to require
eight hours of labor of Government em-

ployes.
'Tho first reference to the Borland

amendment was made by Congressman
Austin of .Tennessee, when Congress-nu- t

Bryns arose to discuss In a geu-er- al

way the legislative bill.
Mr. Hyrna said ho had not Intended

to discuss the eight-ho- ur rider unUl
the Hem was reached In debate.

"Was there any hearing on that
amendment."" iskod Congressman ,Aua- -

"Ncvcthere waa not," said Mr. Byrns.
"Did any Cabinet officer or bureau

chief recommend an eight hour. dait'
continued Mr. Austin.

"No uch recommendaUon was pre-
sented to the committee or to mo or to
any member of the comlttee. sa far aa
I know." said Mr. Byrns.

He then explained that tho Borland
aendment Was never presented to his
subcommittee, which framed tho legis-
lative bill. Mr. AuaUn asked if there
was any assuranco that there would be
A reduction In the force of Government
flauloyes. or If the pending bill car-gt- d

any reduction.
"This bill was framed." replied Mr.

Byrns. "without taking Into cbnsldera-tio- n

the Borland amendment. We did
not know it would bo offered."

Docs Not Reduce.
Then this bill does not mean any re-

duction of expenses.'' said Congressman
Austin, forecasting the debato that will
come when a point of order Is made
that tbe rlaer aoes not come wuiun ira
Holman rule.

"t am not prepared to say now," said
Congressman Byrns, "what reductions
would be effected.' I tell you the bill
was prepared without contemplation
that such, an amendment would be O-
ffered.

Congressman Cox of Indiana asked It
tho oiBrland amendment would not af-
fect 80,000 clerks. Recolvlng an affirma-
tive reply, Mr. Cox said: "If that Is
true, then, and if 30.000 clerks work
eight hours a day Instead of aevon,
they ought to bo able to do more work,
and If this amendmont does not mean
the dlschargo of any clerk It would
enable the Government to do Its work
without taking on any more employes
and thus reduce expenses."

Congressman Austin asked Mr. Byrne
If there had been any reduction in the
force when a halt hour was added to
the clerks' day several years ago. Mr.
Byrne said ho did not know.

Mlnorltr Rennrt Ttaadv.
Congressman James A, Ualllvan of

massacnuseua, a memoer or tne Appro-
priations Committee, wilt tile his mi-
nority report on the Borland rldor to-
day or tomorrow. Mr, Galllvan's mi-
nority report Is nn elaboration of his
views as made known In an Interview.Saturday night, when Mr. Ualllvan re-
turned to the city and discovered that
his committee had overwhelmingly voted
nn eight-ho- ur day for the Government
clerks.

Mr. Galllvan's minority report says
In part:

It (the Borland rider) Involves legis-
lation utterly repugnant to all recentIcgltlatlon of Btato and nation whichiccognlzes tho shortening of hours otlabor ns a fundamental principle of hu-
man welfare.

If enacted it would result i a de-
crease of efficiency In the administra-tive machinery of the National Gov-
ernment and In many instances causea dislocation of work tantamount toutter demoralization. ,

It would work hardships upon
thousands of patriotic, unselfish, hard-working employes of the Governmentwithout accomplishing any good
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Six Beady 33 Buried
Alive in Mine Blast

KEMPTON. Md., Feb 2C.-- SIX

miners wero killed, a numbor Injured,
-- and thirty-thre- e reported still entombed

In mlnn No. , of the Davl colliery
here, following a terrific dust oxploslon
early today.

Mine roscuo earn weic rushed from
Mahsn, V. Vn.. and Hussclton. Pa., In
an etroit to avo ihoxn still burled.Following the explosion, twenty-si- x

men were brought out uninjured, carry-la- s
the bodle of tbe lx dead.
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OVER TO CAPITAL

"TO lIUMUlf '

Evangelist to Visit "Old Pals"
in Congress and "Get jn On

Rumpus"

UNLIMBERS BIG BATTERIES

Starts Reai Lambasting of

Sinners in Baltimore "Old

World Going to Hell."

DALTIMOIIB. Feb. 20,-- Bllly Sunday
began his real campaign in Baltimore
this afternoon. He lambasted and
flayed Baltimore, His opening ser-

mons were only to "get acquainted" he
said. '

"Now for the hot stuff." ho shouted.
Ho preached on "Why Is a revival

needed?" Bumming up his answer by
Jumping on & chair and crying: .

"The old world is going to hell." ,

Washington captured the honor ot be-

ing tho first outside cltv to ask for
reservations In the Billy Sundav taber-
nacle. George Sunday Is In receipt of
a letter from William Knowles Cooper,
of tho Washington T. M. C. A., and
secretary of the Billy Sunday evangel-urtl- o

committee in the Capital, aaklnff
for a date upon which several hundred
Washington preachers and laymen mav
come over. A date wlU bo assigned
lftt.r. v

Tho first Congressional request for
seats at the meetings came from Con-
gressman Elijah J. Iutchlnson of New
Jersey. Congressman Hutchinson wrote
to Gcorgo "Sunday for reservations for
himself and for a doxen other Con-
gressmen and their wives. He did not
state who the other members of the
party will be.

Wants To Come Here.
.The 'first chance Sunday gets on his

rest day. Monday, he and Mrs. Sunday
Intend "sneaking over to Washington
to look around."

He made this announcement this
morning.

"Xou bet I want to come over there.
"Things are. stirring, and I want to

get in on the rumpus, say, those diplo-
mats must Do rowing all the. time.

ThA luat tlmA T vrnm nvflf thAf-- T

'preached and rode around a bit. This
umo 1 want to taso & iook aoouc Ana
f want to, see some of my old pals up
there at the Capitol. There's Cummins
and there's Kenyorv. Bay, he's a regu-
lar fellow. I'm going to call on them
the ttrstjthlng."

Tho evangelist was reminded that one
bosom companion. William Jennings
Bryan. MHTffoparted from Washington.

"Huh. Bill left In a hurry, dldnt
ho?" Sunday chuckled.

But ha declined to talk about the
reasons for hln leaving.

"You can Just bet your boots,
though. I am strong for President

(Continued on Page Fourteen.)

Municipal Building
Flies Distress Flag

Old Glory Upside Down as Bor-

land Amendment Lurks at
the Capitol.

"Who's In distress over at the Muni-
cipal Building?" asked a wayfarer this
morning aa he gazed at tho flagpole of
that structure.

"Everybody," said tho
Washlngtonlan. "They've gotta work
eight hours a day over there if the
Borland amendment is approved by
Congress."

"I guess that's why they have tho
flag turned upside down," commented
the wayfarer as he moved away.

Sure enough, the flag on the Municipal
Building waa upside down. The national
emblem so hung denotes distress all
over tne worm.

Several hundred people stopped with-
in a few minutes and wondered If the
Municipal building flag was reflective
of the gloom underneath. Then some-
body notified the flag tender, and he
hastily changed the bunting, putting the
starry part of the flag toward the
heavens.

Probably the whole thing was Just a
mistake of the flagman but the critical
fellow who Isn't a Government clerk
thought ho saw a "distress signal" in
the droopy flag that waved the wrong
way.

Wilsons Surprise
Marshall Guests

Crash Social Precedent by Ar-

riving at Reception at the
Willard.

Washington society had an Interest-
ing bit for gossip today when It waa
learned that President and Mrs. Wilson
had shattered all precedents last even
Ing by attending the reception by Vice
President anu jura, luamnuu mo
Willard.

Previous to last evening the Presidents
have mado it a rule to limit their visits
to receptions and dinners to those given
In tholr respectlvo honor.

Last evening, however, the Prealdent
and Mrs. Wilson arrived unannounced
at the Willard ballroom, apparently
happy over tho welcome surprise they
had given the Vice Presidential party.
Karller In the evening the President
and Mrs. Wilson had attended the per-
formance at the National and went di-
rectly from the theater to the Willard.

Search Vierieck's Mother.
THE HAGUE. Feb. 12 (by mall.)-M- rs.

Vlercck, mother of the editor of the
Fatherland, was stripped and searched
by British authorities at Falmouth and
also at the Downs, when tho Dutch
liner Nleuw Amsterdam stopped at
those ports, according to fellow n.engers who arrived htre today.

1,000 LOST ON

U. S, WAITS

FO OPENING OF

NEW

Officials Gravely Concerned
Over Submarine Order Going

Into Effect Tonight.

ARE ONLY PARTLY ASSURED

Bernstorff and Zwjedinek Prom-

ise Care, But Nothing Offi-- '

cial Is Received.

Amid gravest anxiety, officials

of thb American Government are
awaiting the opening of the new
submarine campaign of the central
powers.

Though half-wa- y assured by the
diplomatic representatives of Ger-

many and Austria that extreme

care will be taken to avoid the

killing of Americans, such assur-

ances are not contained in the of-

ficial communications delivered to
Secretary of State Lansing yester-

day by Count von Bernstorff and

Baron Zwiedinek.

UNKNOWN IS DANGER.
President Wilson and his advisers are

not so much concerned at present over
tho mozo of technicalities into which
the diplomatic negotiations have been
led. As an academic dlscuwlon the
controversy might well consumo months
of exchanges between the two Govern-
ments.

The danger, from tho standpoint of
the Administration in Washington, lies
in the unknown quantity In the equa-
tion.

The unknown Quantity. It Is realized,
may at present be the most obscure
submarine commander in the German
or Austrian navies, eager to win an
Iron cross by a record score of enemy
merchantmen sent to the bottom.

If tho American Government could be
certain that every submarine com-
mander had the cool Judgment neces-
sary to determine to an absolute cer-
tainty that all the enemy Ilnorn ho at-
tacks are armed, the tension hi Wash-
ington would not be so marked.

That Is the reason. It was explained,
why the President and his advisers are

(ConUnued on Pago Fourteen.)

Lansing Repudiates
Assurances Story

Issues Statement Denying He Au-

thorized Views on German
Communication.

Secretary of State Lansing today is
sued a flat repudiation of btatcments
appealing in certain morning news
papers, purporting to gvto the views ot
the Btato Department concerning the
German memorandum.

Tho Secretary appeared indignant
over the reports. He Insisted that they
oaa not Dee authorized by hlra.Although there was an effort In some
Suarters to muko it appear that thesuspected Count von Berns-
torff of having been responsible for thoreports, no foundation for this viewwaa furnished by either the Secretary
or any of his subordinates.

The Secretary's statement .Issued Justbefore ho went to, tho White House to
confer with tho President, follows:

"In view of the publication this morn-ing of what purports to bo the views
of tho Btato Department on. the com-
munication received yesterday fromtho Germau ambnssador. I wish to any
that the contents of the communica-
tion have not ben made public by mi,and that any statement as to tho viewsof tho State Department on the com-
munication Is absolutely unauthorised.
I have made no comment and expressed
no opinion in regard to the matter."

mmmm "
Dead Engineer Is
Blamed for Wreck

Coroner Finds New Haven Train-
man Failed to Notice Warn-

ing Signal.
NEW HAVEN. Feb. ?9. Engineer

Curtis, killed in the New Haven
wreck at Mllford last Tuesday, was
today held responsible for the dis-
aster in the decision of Coroner Mix.
2h COoron.e.r. dclared the collisionto failure to notice thewarning signals set against him toprotect tho express stalled at Indianrlvor with a broken air pipe.
Mix recommended that the Publicutilities CommlHslon and InterstateCommerce Commission investigate

the practice of running trains closetogether and that rules ho laM ,imvn
acovsroing the spacing of trains.

ONLY 870 ARE SID
W

ISSN

Warship Formerly In Trans-Atlant- io

Passenger Service

Lost 'in Mediterranean.

10 BOATS HUNT SURVIVORS

Dispatches Fail to State Wheth-

er Submarine, Mine, or Acc-

ident Was Cause.

PARIS, Feb. 29. About 1,000

lives are believed to have been
lost in the sinking of the 'French
auxiliary cruiser Provencn, form-

erly in service as a trans-Atlanti-c

liner, in the middle Mediterranean
on Saturday.

Eighteen hundred persons were
aboard the cruiser, an official
statement from the ministry of
marine stated.

Of this number, 296 of the crew
have been landed at Malta, and
about 400 on the Greek island of
Melos. .

'' 870 ARE SAVED.
A later official statement from tho

admiralty put the total number prob-
ably saved, at 870. making the number
missing about 1,000.

Ten boats are now at the scene of the
disaster, continuing the search for other
survivors, the ministry of marine an-
nounced.

NEW TORK. Feb. J9.- -In all prob-
ability the Provence was carrying troop
either from or to Salonlkl. The Island
of Malta and Melos, where survivors
were landed, are 600 miles apart. Melos
lies off the southeast 'coasi of Greece.
It Is probable that the Provence was
sunk somewhere between the Greek
west coast and the Island of Malta.

Dispatches to the United Press from
Paris, transmitted through Paris di-
rect, and also other dispatches, trans-
mitted through London, did not state
whetheer the Provence waa sunk by a
submarine, by a mine, or was the vio-U-m

of an accident.
Submarines are known to have been

operating in the forsome time, the British steamer Faatnet
and a. Swedish steamer, having been
torpedoed In those waters within tho
last few days.

itecently the British censor has
eliminated all reference to submarineattacks, allowing messages stating thata steamer has been torpedoed to readonly "waa sunk." The French censor,
however, has permitted correspbndents
to cable the fact that ships have been
submarined.

The auxiliary cruiser Pmmni im
la believed to be the palatial Kronen
liner of that name, formerly In trans- -
jmiuiuio service.

In Admiralty Service.
Tho liner rrovenoe waa In the ad-

miralty service, it was stated at the
French lino offices hero today. It waa
said, however, tho government would
not notify them in case the ship was
lost.

Tho Provence waa of 18,000 tons, andabout COO feet long. Thera Is a Frenchbattleship of the same name, but ItIs obvious this Is not tho vessel refer-red to as having been lost. The ractthat there were 1.800 neraona bmM
the lost ship strengthens the belleT
iimi ii wn me lonner irans-Aiiant- ia

liner.
Shipping lists show a second steelsteamer Provence, but she Is of only

SOU tons, and It Is doubtful whethersuch a small boat would bet crowdedwith 1,800 persons, even in such anemergency aa carrying troops.

O.K.
Ben Johnson's Plan
Would Place Street Railway

Crossing Policeman on Regu-

lar Footing.
The Commissioners today sent to Con-

gress a favorable report on the bill In-

troduced by Congressman Ben Johnson,
chairman of the House District Com-
mittee, providing that street railway
crossing policemen shall be made mem-
bers ot the Metropolitan Police Force.

Tho Mil. which wai Introriniwi .
Congressman Johnson bv request, nro-vld- es

that the crossing policemen shall
be "cntltlod to ill the rights, privileges,
nnd Immunities now possessed or whirl.
niav hereafter be possessed bv other
iiiumuoia 01 mu metropolitan POIICO
force."

It Is also provided that they shall be
suhtect to the name rules and illselo- -'

lino as other members of the force, theIntent being that they shall :- - nln..iaccording to tho period of service andclassltlcatloa.' upoa tho tame Xoetiag.

FRENCH CRUISER:
TENSION GROWS ON

OF WAR
French cruiser Provence sunk with 1,000 of crew in Meditenancan.
Germany's new submarine policy goes into effect tonight.
Liners carrying several hundred Americans are in the region of

the at danger zone.
Germans capture armored work northwest of Douaumont and vil-

lages of Champion and Manhe'ulles, eleven miles southeast of
Verdun.

All other German attacks on Verdun in last twenty-fou-r hours
have been repulsed.

Berlin claims capture of 16,575 soldiers and 228 officers in Woevre- -

district.
Amsterdam reports that 45,000 have been killed in Verdun frontal

assaults.
Trebizond is being evacuated by the Turks who are being pressed

by Russian armies.
The Kaiser witnessed German capture of Douaumont from a hill

four miles distant.
French guns near Bras destroyed more than forty German field

pieces.
London reports French line has been penetrated in Champagne,

where Kaiser is searching out new road to Paris.

EIGHT GREAT LINERS

IN E ZONE

Armed Ships, About to Sail

From New York, Subject to

New German Policy.

NEW TOItK. rob. . With tho
of 'aerm.any'a new auliroarino

policy now only a matter
big liners, carrying several Hundred
paisengers, making American porta, to-

day are believed to bo tn tho region of
the U-b- war sane.
. Heveral vessel which sail from New
York .ore subject to open. Attack, by sub-
marines under the new order. They are
the six Italian passenger and freight
steamers which carry guns mounted on
their decks.

These armed liners are the Giuseppe
Verdi, the San Qugllelmo, America, Ve-

rona. Btampalla. and Caserta Tho
Qugllelmo and Giuseppe Verdi are now
In port hare. .The others are In tho
Mediterranean or preparing to sail from
Italian ports:

Liners now believed to be near the
war zone are tho Italia, of the Anchor
lino: America, of the Italian lino; tho
Fabro liner Patria, the Finland and
Philadelphia, of tho American line;
Ioannlna and Vaslless-Constantlno- s, of
the Greek line, and the Cunarder Jfan-nanon-

Th British liner Daltlc is scheduled
to leave Liverpool tomorrow, but It Is
thought her sailing may be held up a
day or two owing to her delay In leav-
ing New York on the last trip. The
Anchor Tiner Chmeronta- - Is scheduled to
sail from Glasgow on March 3.

Several Scandinavian ships will be
within the war zone within a few days.
The liner Nleuw Amsterdam Is sched-
uled to sail from New York today. The
Nooverdyk will follow her later in the
weea.

Tillman Calls Foes
Of President Fools

So Classifies All Who "Butt-in- V on
International Problems Satis-

fied With Situation.
Senator Tillman of South Carolina

chairman of the Senate Naval Commit-
tee, was asked today what he thought
of the movement In Congross to warn
Americans off armed merchant ships.

All I've got to say," said the Senator,
"fs that anybody who butts in on tho
Prealdent when he's handling foreign
relations la a confounded fool. You can
make it la strong aa you like. The
President up to date has handled these
matttrs wisely and patriotically and heought not to be Interfered with."

Increases Granted
In Coal Rates

Raises of From 8 to 12 Cents a
Ton Allowed at Certain

Points.
The Interstate Commerce Commission

today granted slight increases in an-
thracite coal rates to the Erie, Lacka-
wanna, Lehigh Valley, New Jersey
Central, and Delaware and Hudson
railroads.

The receiving points principally, af-
fected are Paterson, Newark, Hoonton.
Hound Urook, Phllllpsburg. Bllzabetn,
and Somervllle. N. J.: Syracuse, Utlca,Albuny, Mddletown, Port Jervls, Troy,
and Mechanlesvlllo, N. Y.

The Increases range from 8 to about
12 cents a ton on both prepared andpea and smaller sizes of anthracite
coal.

Improved Service to Asheville.
Land of tho Sky. Present iluoush
Irawlng rr.mi alcplng cars on andnfter March 1, will Iwi contain com-
partment?, leaving Washington, dally
LV,"1;,. E?"thern Hallway, 70C lithSt. N, W.-A- dvt.

K .

U-BOAT
ATTACKS ON VERDUN REPULSED

ANXIOUSLY

CAMPAIGN

PROVENCE

Commissioners

LASTMWVT&NEWS

SUBMARtN

DEGISIVE BATTLE IS

ABOUT TO BE BEGUN

Checked in Savage Attack,

Germans Bring Up Their

. Heaviest Artillery.

LONDON. Feb. M.-- The dedslve battle
for Verdun la about to begin.
--OhecTtW.ln savage onslaughts agamst
Pefper Tlelghto, the Germans are mov-
ing up their heaviest Artillery to blast
away the armored trenches on the
ridge, barring their further advance
from the north.

Duratches from tiwiss sources today
ins'st that the Verdun attack ia a mere
diversion. The Germans, these advices
say, are aoout to create out with a
groat blow between Noyon and bt.
Quentln, where the battlefront Is barely
moro than alsty miles northeast of
Paris.

Swiss newspapers esUmate the Ger
man dead In tho early days of the Ver-
dun offensive at about 30.000, but mako
no estimates on tho number of
wounded.

Feeling Out French Line.
While Indescribable slaughter contin-

ues about the ruins of Fort Douaumont
the Germans are feeling out the French
Una along a 100-ml-le front with artil-
lery poundlnga and Infantry attacks,
There Is every Indication that the
whole western front may suddenly
oursi inu tne name or a struggle baf-
fling Imagination.

A slackening of German artillery fire
on the eight-mi-le front north .nil
northeast of Verdun during the greater
ptLri oi yesieraay waa reported In Patla
aispaicnes loaay.

This was undoubtedly due. Parla rn.
ported, to the shifting of artillery byA
liic crown prince ana 10 mo neea otbringing up fresh reserves to take theplace of the regiments blotted out In
tho first week of fighting.

Paris la fcoollv confident that thn
fortress will never fall by n frontal
attack over the strongly fortified Pep-
per Heights.'

Paris Thinks He Has Failed.
French war office officials believe the

Kaiser already drspajrs of victory In
front of Verdun and either is searching
out a new road to Parla through the
Champagne, or will renew the attackthrough Frcsnes. aimed at squeezing the
French out of Verdun.

Paris dispatches today, though re-
counting the rejoicing In the French
capital over tho checking of the Ver-
dun drive, gave warning that the
crown prince Is about to renew the
attack with all tho artillery and In-

fantry at his command. But Paris
believes the tide of battle is about to
turn In favor of France.

Berlin dispatches received hero early
today were They car-
ried dispatches of correspondents
with the crown prince's army, regard-
ing the early days of the fighting, but
carried no comment on tho prospects
of German success.

Three-quarte- rs of a million Germans
are now taking part In the onslaught on
Verdun, tho Mall's Paris correspondent
wired today, confirming also, the report
that the Pepper Heights positions and
tho district around Douaumont are now
the scene ot tho heaviest fighting.

BALTIMORE WRECK
TIES UP TRAFFIC

Freight Train Accident Blocks
Washington Tracks for Time.

BALTIMORE, Feb. 2S.-T- hrce freight
cars were wrecked near Union Station
on the Pennsylvania railroad, early to-
day, partly blooklng traffic between
this city and. Washington.

The vrec,k was due to the train crow
of a northbound freight falling, It is
said, to observo the stop signal, which
resulted In Its slde-swlnl- a shifting
engine, and train.

Traffic has sluco been resumed.

Visit New Orleans, Mobile, Pcnaa-cdl- a
during Mardl Gras. Low round trip

fares Feb. a to March . Through sleep-
ing cars. Southern IlAllwjtv. ;k lKih

ISSUE;

RUINS OF DGUAUMONT

NOW SURROUNDED

BY FRENCH

Paris Announces AH German
Assaults Have Been Halted'

For Last 24 Hours.

ONE REVERSE IS ADMITTED

Village of MahheuHes, Eleven

Miles to Southeast, Taken
By Crown Prince.

PARIS, Feb. 29. All German

attacks in the Verdun district in ;

the last twenty-fou-r hours have

been reoulsed.-- saifl an official l
statement from the war office tWIs

afternoon.
French troops now cntirely(ir-roun- d

Fort Douaumont, the of
ficial statement said.

The war office, however, ad-

mitted that the Germans have cap-

tured the village of Manheulles,

eleven miles southeast-o- F Verdun,
"In their eastward drive to force

the evacuation of Verdun by a
"squeezing out'' process.

TRENCHES LOST.
Loss of several trenches' In Lorraine

to the Germans was also admitted. It
waa stated, however,' that these posi-

tions were Immediately recaptured by
the French.

Heavy bombardment of the entire
French front, north and northeast tit
Verdun, continued throughout last
night. The cannonade waa especially
violent on the west bank of the Mouse,
the French directing a. vigorous and ef-
fective nr against positions recently
captured by the Germans on the right
bank of the river in tho Meuse loop,
four and one-ha- lf miles north of Ver-
dun.

The Germans charged French posi-
tions around Douaumont repeatedly
during the night, but In each Instance
wero repulsed.

Berlin Announces Taking
Of Small Armored Work
BERLIN (via London), Feb.

troops bavo captured & small ar-
mored work northwest of Fort Douau-
mont. the war office announced this af-
ternoon.

At the same Umo It was announced
that 16,575 French soldiers and 238 of-
ficers have been taken In the fierce
fighting in the Woevre region, where
the Germans are assailing French posi-
tions southeast and east of Verdun. Tho
booty Includes sixty-eig- ht cannon,
and eighty-si- x machine guns.

In the Woevhe region, tho statement
announced, German troops have passed
Dieppe, Abacort, and Blancee, and cap-
tured Manhoulls and Chamlon.

Northeast of Badonviller a portion
of a French trench was captured and
many prisoners taken.

45,000 Germans Killed
At Verdun, Dutch Hear

LONDON. Feb. 29. More than tB.OW

Germans have been killed in the aaaault
on the Verdun positions, according ta
A Central News dispatch from Amster-
dam today, quoting Dutch sources as)
authority.

On one two-mi- te fronts tho dispatch
stated, were found 8,000 German corpses.

uno regimeni, u waa siaiea, naa been
formed from the fragmenta of elirht
German regiments, nearly wiped out In
thn fighting around Haumont.

Endless trains of wounded from 'tho
German front were reported to be ar-
riving at Mctz. Hospitals at Coblents,
Treves, Cologne, and other German
cities wero said to bo overflowing with
wounded.

Fort Douaumont, the dispatch said,
was bombarded for six hours before itwas nnauy wrecKea.

The French occupants held their posi-
tions while the fort waa helnc- - blown
down around them and repulsed charge
after charge of tho Brandenburgers,
finally withdrawing, leaMng heaps of
German dead in front of the forts. ,

French guns stationed near Bras de-
stroyed more than forty Gorman field
nieces which had been grouped together
In a heavy assault against tho Frenchpositions.

Mine Sinks Gothenburg
Steamer Near Falsterbo

COPENHAGEN, Feb. 29. Tho Goth- -
cnburg Ateamer Knfppla, displacing;
4!K tons, struck a mine south of Fal-Mfrb- o,

Just outsldo Swedish terrl-tutl- al

waters, and sank.
Fifteen of lirr'now and two women

pnssenKors wero rescued.
A Gorman lotilla ot mlne.Iavom

imiwcu several mines on jfoisierDO onMonday. Stockholm dlspatcUes auirt.
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